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ARTICLES &c. 


OF THE 


FRIENDLY SOCIETY. © 


— 


J. 'HIS ſociety ſhall meet on the firſt 

Tueſday evening of every month, 
between the hours of ſeven and nine: The 
ſtewards and clerk to attend within fifteen 
minutes after ſeven, or be fined two-pence 
each; and to give two hours attendance 
every meeting night ; . and if prevented ne- 
ceſſarily from attending, they ſhall employ 


a member to act in their room; for none of 
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the ſtewards or landlord, ſhall at any time 

ive their key to one another, without be- 
ing fined ſix- pence for ſo —_— And every 
perſon admitted a member of this' ſociety, 
{hall pay five ſhillings entrance, four-pence 
for a copy of the articles, and ſpend two- 
pence; and at every ſucceeding meeting, 
{hall pay one ſhilling to the fund, and ſpend 
two-pence ; but if the number of members 


ſhould be reduced to thirty, then four ſhil- 


lings of the entrance money fhall be abated, 


till the number of members ſhall be ſixty-. 


one, = number required. 


I. IF any member two years after his 
entrance, ſhould be rendered incapable of 
following his buſineſs, through ſickneſs, pain, 
hurt, or infirmity — he having no 
hand in bringing the ſame upon himſelf; 
ſhall then receive per week as follows, viz: 
If the fund ſhould be reduced below ſixty- 
pounds (excluſive of mournings) five ſhil- 


lings per week, and when there is more in 


_the fund than ſixty pounds, fix ſhillings per 


week, till each ſick member has received 


fifteen pounds; and afterwards only three 
ſhillings 
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ſhillings per week, during the continuance 
of his ailment or infirmity. > ts” 


N. B. If any money ſhall be lent out of 
the fund, it ſhall be reckoned as a part of 
it, but the mournings are always leſſening 
in their value, and therefore not reckoned a 
part of the fund. 


III. NINE POUNDS ſhall be paid at the 
death of each member, who has been ſuch 
two years, to whom ſuch member has aſſign- 
ed the ſame by word of mouth or writing, 


unleſs faid member has already received forty 


ſhillings, on account of loſs of cheſt and bed- 
ding, by ſhipwreck, or an enemy, or by the 
death of his wite, forty ſhillings being al- 
lowed for each, which forty ſhillings may 
be received twice, but no oftner by any 


"member, which is to be deducted from the 


ſaid nine pounds; the Legacy may then 
ha to be five, ſeven, or nine pounds.— — 
And the ſtewards ſhalt enquire of every © 


member ſeemingly in a dying condition, 


whom he would chooſe to have his 1 
paid unto, or each ſteward neglecting ſo 
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to do, ſhall be fined one ſhilling, if the faid 
member lived within three miles of North- 
Shields, and did not die ſuddenly. 


IV. THE fund of this ſociety ſhall never 
be ſhut up, ſo as to deprive any, member of 
either ſick money, or legacy: But if the 
fund ſhould at any time be reduced to 


thirty pounds, then each member ſhall pay 


cighteen-pence per month into the fund for 


one year, and if the fund ſhould not ſtill 


exceed thirty pounds, eighteen pence per 


month . muſt be continued another year, 


&c. till the fund ſhall exceed thirty pounds; 


during which no member ſhall be obli- 


ged to pay one penny per week, as in the 
following article; and this ſociety ſhall by 
no means be broke up, ſo 'long as any 
there members agree to uphold the ſame. 


V. IF any nember ſhould be rendered in- 
capable of following his buſineſs, through 
ſickneſs, hurt, pain, &c. before he has been 
two years a member (he having no hand in 


bringing the ſame upon himſelf) then each 


of his brethren ſhall pay him one penny per 


week 
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week (except the members are paying as in 
the foregoing article) but if there are two 
or three, &c. in the ſame predicament, 
the pennies ſhall be divided among them 
" equally ; and if any of them die, each mem- 
ber ſhall pay one ſhilling towards the charge 
of his funeral, and a ſhilling into the fund 
at the funeral of each full member. 


VI. F any member be found to have had 
any continued ailment on him, when, or 
before he entered this ſociety, he ſhall have 
no benefit from the box for that diſtemper, 
ailment, or infirmity; nor for any hurt or 
harm got by wilful fighting; and it is 
thought fit by this ſociety, that a ſurgeon, 
doctor, or any other perſon duly qualified, 
ſhall inſpect into the diſeaſe, ailment, or 
infirmity, of any member receiving week- 
ly money from the fund; and none ſhall 
be admitted members of this ſociety, but 
fuch as can prove themſelves by cer- 
tificate, (if required) to be healthful, and 
of a good character, and under forty . 
years of age, and no perſon who has a 
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. fthilling for eating, and ſix- pence for drink- 
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penſion, or is a member of like ſociety, aal | 


be admitted a member of this ſociety. 


VII. ALL entrance money and monthly 


money, (except the two-pences) and all fines, 
and ſhillings at the funerals of full mem- 
bers, ſhall be put into the ſociety's box, 


which box is always to have three different 


locks, the two ſtewards and Iandlord or 


landlady to have each a key; which ſtewards 
ſhall be choſen at the head meeting day 
every year, from among the members, as 


they ſtand on the roll; and whoever re- 
faſes to ſtand ſteward in their turn, ſhall be 
fined two ſhillings and fix-pence : And no 
liquor ſhall at any meeting be brought into 
the club-room, but with the ftewards leave; 


and nothing leſs than 2. gallon at once, and 


the ſtewards ſhail mark down every gallon : 
And no tobacco hall by uſed at the' recs cn 


expence. 


VEIL. THERE ſhall be one feaſt a 
on the firſt Tueſday of January, to which 
each member abſent or preſent ſhall pay one 


ing 
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ing 5 beſide their monthly payment: And 
no part of the fund ſhall be uſed for either 
meat or drink: And no perſon that is not 


a member ſhall be admitted to dinner, or 


to fit in any meeting of the members : And 
the old ſtewards ſhall deliver up to the new 
ſtewards, a full and true account of all their 
income, and diſburſements, for the ſaid ſo- 
ciety ; and if their has been any miſappli- 
cation, or any deficiency, they ſhall be o- 
bliged to make it good to the new ſtew- 
— | 7 . 


IX. NO land member ſhall be entitled to 
any money when ſick, &c. until he declares 
himſelf upon the box; and then the ſtew- 
ards ſhall carry his weekly money to him 
every week, if he lives within three miles of 
Shields, or forfeit ſix- pence to the fund for 
every neglect, and ſhall give in their report 
of him to the ſociety next meeting; and a 
ſea member ſhall be under the ſame regu- 


lations, if he falls ſick, &c. within three 


miles of Shields. . 


X. AND no ſea member ſhall be entitled 
to 
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to any money when ſick, &c. when abroad, 


while his wages are going on, and he living 
at the expence of the ſhip but if he 1s at 
the expence of ſick lodgings, upon produ- 
cing a certificate from a doctor, the maſter 
or others, as they would atteſt upon oath 
(it required) what his diſorder was, and that 
he had no hand in bringing it upon himſelf, 
and that it was not venereal, and how long 
he was at the expence of ſick lodgings, he 
ſhall have per week the ſame as land mem- 
bers, during the time certified. | 


XI. IF any member of this ſociety ſhall ' 


be found guilty of any fraud, by doing 
buſineſs, &c. when receiving weekly money 
from the fund, ſhall for the firſt offence 


forfeit his weeks allowance, and for the 


ſecond offence, forfe t double his weeks al- 


lowance, and for the third offence, be ex- 


cluded the ſociety. And if any member 
ſhall conceal any fraud, committed by any 
member, ſhall forfeit half a crown. But the 
firſt part of this article does not extend to 
any diſabled, or ſuperannuated member, 
whom the fociety have permitted to . 
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| what he can, on his taking leſs money 


weekly than aſſigned by the articles. 


XII. IF any member ſhall reflect upon 
another, for receiving fick money out of 
the fund, ſhall be fined half a crown. For 


| getting drunk on a ſabbath day, one ſhil- 


ng: For ſtriking one another, five ſhillings: 


For calling one another bye-names, fixpence: 


For coming into the club-room without 


paying all his money that he knows is due, 


or coming diſguiſed in liquor, ſix- pence 


each: For not keeping ſilence when de- 
manded by a ſteward, two-pence: For 


taking God's name in vain, two-pence :— 
And whoever neglects payment till the third 
meeting, {hall be fined two-pence, the fourth 
meeting four-pence, the fifth meeting ſix- 


. pence, and the ſixth meeting eight-pence, 


and whoever neglects to pay up all arrears 
on the ſixth meeting, ſhall be excluded, and 


loſs the benefit of the club. 


XIII. FOR removing obſtructions © or 
inconveniences, the major part of the mem- 
bers at any monthly meeting, ſhall have 

power 
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power to make ſuch bye. laws as are fit and 


requiſite, for the conducting the affairs of 
the ſaid ſociety, and to reverſe and alter the 
ſame; all which bye-laws, entered in the 
books of this company, and regiſtered as the 
other articles, and ſigned by the major part 
of the members preſent, ſhall be of as much 
force and efficacy, as if the ſame were in- 
ſerted in theſe preſents. 


IN WITNESS whereof, the ſaid parties 


to theſe preſents, have hereunto ſet their 


hands, the day and year firſt above writ- 
ten. ; | 


